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Each year, residents and visitors of the South Burnett 
region gather to commemorate the sacrifices of the 
fallen men and women in the First World War and 
the wars that followed. Anzac Day is a day we come 
together as a community, to celebrate the freedom that 
our soldiers so bravely and courageously fought for.

The Murgon Anzac Memorial is one of many unique 
memorials found within the South Burnett region. A statue of 
a life size Digger stands above a centre marble plaque scroll 
with historical notation of the names of local fallen soldiers 
in the First and Second World Wars and the Korean War. 
The memorial was crafted by P J Lowther and Sons, masons, 
Brisbane, with the Foundation Stone laid at Murgon on 25 
April 1920 by Colonel Welder-Nellegen and unveiled by 
General Spencer-Brown on 13 November 1921.

In early 2021, the South Burnett Regional Council revitalised 
the surrounding area of the monument with new pavement 
surfacing, garden beds and planting. Two custom Australian 
made bench seats were also added as a fitting addition to 
the Murgon Anzac Memorial, providing a place for rest and 
reflection, whether that be on Anzac Day, or just passing by.

Our memorials and commemoration services held 
on Anzac Day are a time where we can reflect on the 
past and the courage of our fallen but also to look 
towards the future, as we unite as one.

Murgon Anzac 
Memorial, South 
Burnett Regional 
Council
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The original 1986 Maroochydore War Memorial 
had significance as the only one of its type in 
Queensland. 

It was designed and built by a local veteran, Hugh 
Anderson, an ex-Petty Officer who served with 
distinction on HMAS Hobart in the Mediterranean 
and Red Seas, and HMAS Warramunga in 
the Pacific Ocean and Japan. He designed the 
Warramunga badge. 
The memorial replaced a small stone cairn, displaying 
four vertical concrete wings which meet in the centre. A 
wreath inscribed ‘Lest We Forget’, set around the top. Each 
wing carried the insignia of the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Merchant Navy, with all coming together on a curved stone 
base. Inlaid stone work formed two lower circular steps, 
around which was inscribed World War II, Malaya, Borneo 
and other battle areas. Three flagpoles stand beside the 
memorial.

The memorial underwent a dramatic re-furbishment in 2006. 
The shape was retained but the entire memorial was clad 
in black marble and the base support modernised with 
extensive step and paving works. The Service insignia was 
maintained and extra plaques were attached to recognise 
service in conflicts and the dedication of the memorial.

Maroochydore War 
Memorial, Sunshine 
Coast SEQ
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The state government offered no grants for the erection of 
war memorials, and so the community began fundraising to 
raise money for its manufacture.

Frank Williams & Co in Ipswich was a highly skilled 
and respected company of stone masons known for its 
ecclesiastical marble work.  After creating the Colinton 
Memorial, they went on to create around fifteen war 
memorials throughout south-east Queensland and was also 
commissioned to create 179 headstones for the graves of 
WWI soldiers and sailors across the state.  

The Colinton War Memorial lists 43 men who 
enlisted from the district, although 44 actually 
enlisted. Of these, only 13 returned to Colinton or its 
nearby districts at the end of WWI. 
The base pillars of the roll are sandstone, with a centre of 
white marble where the names of the volunteers are etched.

It was unveiled by Mr H P Somerset MLA on 18 January 1917 
and is the first WWI monument known to be erected in the 
state.

“Our Boys”

At the outbreak of WW1, the tiny township of Colinton had a 
population of 27, according to post office records, although 
1911 census records a total of 213 for the district.

Colinton was a service town for the surrounding agricultural 
community, based around the dairy industry supplying milk 
to the Standard Dairy Company’s Colinton condensery.

By January 1917, 44 Colinton men had enlisted in the AIF but 
the plan to recognise Colinton’s service to the “call of the 
Empire” began at a community meeting in May 1916.

By August 1916, permission was granted by the Esk Shire 
Council to erect an honour board at the Colinton School of 
Arts, the social hub of the town, and scene of dances, balls, 
send-offs and meetings, located on the corner of D’aguilar 
Highway and Emu Creek Road.

Colinton War 
Memorial,  
Somerset Region



5 ANZAC COMMEMORATIVE BOOK

Last year, the Northern Territory Government in 
partnership with Shane Eecen, Creative Light 
Solutions launched the Light up the Anzac Spirit 
project, illuminating public spaces with imagery to 
commemorate Anzac Day.

The illuminated spaces in Darwin and Palmerston 
will pay tribute to the men and women who have 
served during WWI to present day.
The City of Palmerston participated by lighting up the 
Palmerston Water Tower in Goyder Square.

Anzac Spirit project, 
Palmerston NT
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The War Memorial is a significant feature of 
Federation Park in Croydon. 

The Memorial was commissioned by Blacksmith Artist, Hans 
Pehl and is in the shape of a stylised Remembrance Book. 
The metal pages list the names of soldiers  from Croydon 
who fought in the First World War, Second World War, 
Korean and Vietnam Wars. 

The roll is supported by three metal poles of varying 
height, that represent the Arms of the Australian 
Military Forces. There is a dove of peace on the 
tallest pole.
Each year on Anzac Day, there is a dawn and early morning 
service to commemorate those who have fallen. 

Croydon War 
Memorial –  
Federation Park
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The Mothers’ Memorial stands tall in Toowoomba’s 
East Creek Park and has a powerful story behind its 
origin. 

Grieving mothers of the brave men who did not return from 
World War I gathered small bundles of sweet violets, the 
Garden City’s floral emblem, and sold them for threepence 
to raise funds for the memorial. 

Around £1800 was raised and the memorial was unveiled by 
the Queensland Governor in January 1922.  

The memorial was originally constructed at the intersection 
of Margaret and Ruthven Streets, before being relocated to 
the beautiful gardens in East Creek Park in 1985. 

The monument features a tall column, topped with a globe 
and wreath. Plaques around its base feature the names of 
service personnel who sacrificed their lives during World 
War I as well as names of those lost in other conflicts since 
the First World War.  

To the south of the main memorial, stand three Gallipoli 
Pines which were planted on ANZAC Day in 1987 by 
representatives of the 25th Royal Queensland Regiment.  

The monument is one of the many memorials across the 
Toowoomba Region that serve as a daily reminder of the 
sacrifices made by servicemen and women past and present.  

Built on mothers’ love, this memorial is a timeless 
and poignant reminder of the far-reaching effects of 
war, even on the people left at home on the other side 
of the world. 
The Mothers’ Memorial gardens are also home to several 
other memorials including, the Boer War Memorial, Royal 
Australian Navy Memorial, Siege of Tobruk Memorial, 
Women’s Royal Australian Airforce Memorial, Royal Australian 
Airforce Memorial, Vietnam Memorial, National Service 
Memorial, Lone Pine Memorial and 25th Battalion Memorial. 

Mothers’ Memorial, 
Toowoomba Regional 
Council
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The most visited landmark in Alice Springs, Anzac 
Hill is also an ideal location for an overview of the 
town.

In 1932, the RSL successfully chartered to have Anzac Hill, 
the high school and the oval granted as Anzac Reserve. 

The Rev Harry Griffiths designed the memorial in 1933. It was 
unveiled on Anzac Day 1934 and dedicated to Rev Griffiths 
by Dudley Adamson in 1934. Rev Griffiths’ ashes were 
placed in the memorial together with his wife’s on 2 June 
1987.

The Anzac Hill Memorial was originally dedicated to all those 
members of the armed services who had paid the supreme 
sacrifice during World War I. It has now become a memorial 
to all those who have served in the defence of their country 
during all wars in which Australia has participated.

Commemorative signs and sculptural pieces line the drive to 
the carpark near the top of the hill. The signs are dedicated 
to the contribution of women, men and places of Central 
Australia over 100 years of Australian military history.

The lookout offers a panoramic view of Alice 
Springs and the beautiful surrounding ranges with 
dawn services held each year on Anzac day at the 
memorial.

Anzac Hill  
Alice Springs
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The building, created in the form of a Maltese Cross, was 
entrusted to noted Queensland architect Lt Col Thomas Pye 
to provide drawings.

In a career commencing in 1899 mainly with public works, 
Pye was responsible for major architectural works throughout 
Queensland including a substantial input into Brisbane’s 
Treasury Building.

Pye died at age 69 in southern Africa after catching Black 
Water Fever at Victoria Falls.

Construction of the building was won on tender by RV Brady 
who tendered a price of 3449 pounds and 19 shillings. The 
building was finished in under 12 months.

The project was funded through a donation from the Isis 
District War Memorial Committee supported by a 2,000 
pounds loan secured by Council.

Mayor hails ‘visionary’ Childers Memorial Hall

Bundaberg Regional Council Mayor, Jack Dempsey said the 
decision by the Isis Shire Council in 1925 to push ahead with 
the project had left a lasting legacy.

The Memorial Room, or the Hall of Memories as 
it is commonly called, is a very special space,” he 
said.

“There is no doubt it has a certain reverence to it. 
The bronze plaques around the wall each with a 
small photograph of a soldier killed in action really 
personalises the memorial.”

Mayor Dempsey said the plaques and their photographs 
relate scores of sad but amazing stories, many of which are 
tied to the Gallipoli landing. Second World War fallen from 
the district are also featured.

The Hall of Memories is a moving tribute to the fallen 
of Childers and surrounding district.

The building, an example of early Queensland architecture, 
was the result of initiatives commenced in 1925 by members 
of the Isis District War Memorial Committee.

The committee was moved to secure a memorial to 
perpetuate the memory of the 360-plus local men who had 
died during the First World War.

At a meeting held 9 February 1925, the Isis Shire Council 
endorsed the proposed memorial. 

A competition was organised for the design of the building 
which was won by Mr FL Jones of Auchenflower in Brisbane. 
Mr Jones received a prize of 26 pounds and five shillings 
(today worth about $2700).

Memorial Hall, 
Childers, Bundaberg 
Regional Council
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The First World War stone memorial was commissioned 
by the people of Toogoolawah in 1916. It was crafted by 
Ipswich monumental masons, Frank Williams & Co which 
also supplied a WWI monument at nearby Colinton and most 
of the other memorials in the state.

The memorial cost £300 and was unveiled on 31 
March 1917. It was the second such memorial erected 
in Queensland and the first outside a cemetery.
It features marble honour rolls and an engraved wreath with 
the words, ‘Our Boys Honour’. Originally set apart from the 
rest of the park by a picket fence, gardens were added by 
1921 and a WWI gun was installed adjacent to the memorial 
on Anzac Day of that year. Memorials to subsequent conflicts 
have been added over the years, in remembrance of those 
who served in WWII, Korea, Malaya, Borneo and Vietnam.

A metal plate honouring 15 local citizens who gave their lives 
in the Second World War, was attached to the memorial 
in 1955. In 1988, two additional plaques were attached 
commemorating those who had served in post-1945 
conflicts.

The McConnel family have a long long history in 
the Toogoolawah district dating back to July 1841. 
They have been heavily involved in the town’s 
development with a genuine concern for the 
community welfare of their township. 

Toogoolawah was founded in 1904, with the extension of 
the railway from Esk to complement the establishment of 
the first Condensed Milk factory in Australia by James Henry 
McConnel (son of David Cannon McConnel) in 1897. 

A public park was established in Toogoolawah in 1906 on 
land donated by James Henry McConnel of Cressbrook, 
which was to be the site of many social and recreational 
facilities important to the community including the 
monument to local servicemen.

Toogoolawah War 
Memorial, Somerset 
Regional Council
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Half the funds for the building were raised by public 
subscriptions, minting and selling badges engraved with 
‘Returned Soldiers Building Fund’, dances in the Town Hall 
concert parties and travelling tent shows in Devil’s Gully held 
by Birch, Carrol and Coyle. 

The Ipswich City Council supplied the remainder of the 
funds.

The cornerstone was laid by General Sir William Birdwood 
on the 4 May 1920. Work on the building started with 
builder FJ Lye, brickwork by A. Mansfield, plaster by J 
Jamieson, joinery by A Foote plumbing, by JM Wallis and 
electrical work by WJ Trattles. The cost of the building was in 
the vicinity 11,000 pounds.

In a grand ceremony, the Hall was officially opened 26 
November 1921 by the Governor, Sir Matthew Nathan.  
A committee comprising five Returned Soldiers and five 
council Aldermen, was formed to administer the building. 

After the signing of the World War 1 Armistice 
agreement, the citizens of Ipswich decided a more 
significant memorial was required. It was agreed 
that the most suitable would be a Soldiers Memorial 
Hall.

In 1920, with the permission and assistance of the then 
Minister of Lands, it was decided to erect a hall on a 
portion of the area known as the Central Gardens, or more 
commonly, the Pump Yard as this was the site of the first 
pump for public water supply was located.

Plans for this hall were drawn up by architect George 
Brockwell Gill - a two storey design plus a basement. The 
first floor was to house the Library with the other two floors 
including lounge rooms, a buffet, two billiards rooms and an 
assembly hall.

The building is an elaborately conceived design by 
George Brockwell Gill in a variant of Edwardian 
Baroque. The street elevation is stongly modelled 
with a tall cement rendered central section projecting 
in front of a predominantly brick background.

Ipswich Soldiers 
Memorial Hall RSLA 
Ipswich City Council
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This memorial is dedicated to the men of Mackay 
and District who gave their lives in the Great War. 
Plaques on three sides are of white marble with 
a similar curved top with the following wording: 
Greater Love Hath No Man; For God, King and 
Country; and For Liberty and Right. These three 
plaques list 167 names. Included among decorations 
signified are 6 Military Medals, including 1 with CDC 
added; and 1 Distinguished Conduct Medal.

Architect A.S Harris called for tenders for erection of the 
memorial in May 1928. The memorial was designed by a 
Townsville Architect, Mr. S Harvey who who supervised 
construction by Melrose and Fenwick.

The committee which built the monument was formed 
several years after World War 1 and had about 20 members. 
Leaders of the committee were Miss Lizzie and Miss Mary 
Cameron, two very patriotic workers. The Secretary was 
Mr Fred Moore, a clerk in the railways. Other members of 
the committee included Dr M Gallagher and Mr George 
Hoffman, a returned soldier. The unveiling ceremony 
took place on Wednesday 24 April 1929. Speakers at the 
ceremony were His worship, the Mayor, Colonel B Toll, 
Captain G. Hoffman, Rev Collins, Dr Walsh, Rev Gibson, Rev 
Bainbridge and Mr TS Beatty.

Originally located on the banks of the Pioneer River 
opposite the Customs House, however due to river 
floods and erosion of the river bank the memorial 
was relocated to the Gordon Street end of Jubilee 
Park in 1945.
The memorial was once again relocated in March 1973 to 
make way for the construction of the Mackay City Council 
Civic Centre.

The Memorial is a white, globe topped column set on a 
square base, with white marble plaques around sides. Three 
steps lead from Jubilee Park to the front of the memorial, 
which backs on to Alfred Street. The Memorial includes 
an unusual bronze soldier and the description of memorial 
significance and inset crosses figure on the end piers. There 
is a flagpole beside the memorial, and palm trees line the 
paths through Jubilee Park.

Mackay WWI 
Cenotaph 1914-1919
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The Biloela RSL Anzac Memorial Park and Cenotaph 
is the third cenotaph to be erected in Biloela.

The new monument, which opened in 2008 is designed 
to reflect rowboats that landed the ANZACs on Gallipoli. 
Designed by a Biloela Sub Branch Member, Henry Hahn, the 
Biloela Cenotaph hosts all RSL Memorial Services as well as 
RSL Poppy Services for deceased members.

Six flagpoles represent the oars standing in an upright 
position and bronze plaques are located on the floor of 
the Cenotaph representing each war and peacekeeping 
operation in which Australia has been involved since 1845 
with a poppy etched in the floor at the entrance to the 
Cenotaph.

The Cenotaph is lit at night for display with lighting 
cast into the floor below each flagpole and three 
lights cast into the base of the spire, designed to 
reflect light an Eternal Flame of Remembrance.
In the early 2000s, a decision was made to replace the 
cenotaph that had been part of the Biloela ANZAC Memorial 
Club since the 1950s due to cracking in its foundations. 
Expressions of interest were called for the design of the new 
cenotaph. Work started in earnest on preparing drawings, 
calling for tenders and sourcing the necessary finance. The 
old cenotaph was dismantled with the top section donated 
to the Army Reserve.

The cenotaph was erected by the RSL Biloela Sub Branch 
Inc for the community of the Callide Valley with donations 
from the Community, Australian Government, Queensland 
Government and the Banana Shire Council.

The Cenotaph was officially opened on 11 November 2008 
by Banana Shire Mayor, Cr John Hooper.

The Biloela RSL  
Anzac Memorial Park 
and cenotaph,  
Banana Shire Council
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